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their historic first flight lasted but 12 seconds, inventors Orville and Wilbur 
Wright accomplished what mankind had dreamed of for centuries. 

The development of the airplane is one of the most remarkable achieve
ments of the Twentieth Century. Because of it, barriers of time and distance 
have lost much of their social and political significance to the world family 
of nations. 

In the three generations since that historic flight in 1903, aviation has grown 
to become one of America's greatest enterprises; one of its largest employ
ers; a fundamental ingredient in the national economy; a mighty deterrent 
against aggression and a prime defender of peace. Our air transportation 
system is the greatest in the world and the primary public carrier in the 
United States. Moreover, some eighty-five percent of the aircraft in use 
throughout the world are of United States manufacture, and the free world's 
seven largest airlines are United States flag carriers. 

To commemorate the historic achievement of the Wright Brothers, the Con
gress, by joint resolution of December 17, 1963 \J7 Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 169), 
designated the seventeenth day of December of each year as Wright Broth
ers Day and requested the President to issue annually a proclamation invit
ing the people of the United States to observe that day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby call upon the people of this Nation, and their local and 
national government officials, to observe Wright Brothers Day on December 
17, 1980, both to perpetuate the memory of the Wright Brothers' single 
achievement and to stimulate American pride in the furtherance of this Na
tion's aeronautical progress. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4803 of November 13,1980 

Thanksgiving Day, 1980 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The greatest bounty of our Nation is the bounty of our heritage—our diver
sity as immigrants and descendants of immigrants, our common identity as 
Americans. 

We have set aside one day a year to give thanks for all that we have. Yet 
Thanksgiving is more than just a day of celebration. It is also a commemo
ration—of the day America's earliest inhabitants sat down to table with Eu
ropean colonists. 

That occasion was historic not only because it established a national holi
day, but because it marked the start of a national tradition of cooperation, 
unity and tolerance. 
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Even in times of trial and frustration we have much to be thankful for, in 
our personal lives and in our Nation. As we pause on Thanksgiving to offer 
thanks to God, we should not forget that we also owe thanks to this coun
try's forefathers who had the vision to join together in Thanksgiving, and 
who gave us so much of the vision of brotherhood that is ours today. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do proclaim Thursday, the 27th of November, 1980 as Thanksgiv
ing Day. I call upon all the people of our Nation to give thanks on that day 
for the blessings Almighty God has bestowed upon us, and to join the fer
vent prayer of George Washington who as President asked God to ". . . 
impart all the blessings we possess, or ask for ourselves to the whole 
family of mankind." 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
fifth. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4804 of November 14,1980 

Bill of Rights Day 

Human Rights Day and Week, 1980 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

On December 15, 1791, the Bill of Rights became part of the Constitution of 
the United States. On December 10, 1948, the United Nations General As
sembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Marking these 
anniversaries together gives us an opportunity to renew our dedication both 
to our own liberties and to the promotion of human rights everywhere. 

The Bill of Rights carries with it an implied responsibility for the governed 
as well as for the governing. No American citizen can rest satisfied until 
the Bill of Rights is a living reality for every person in the United States, 
irrespective of race, religion, sex, national or ethnic origin. We cannot 
simply rely on the decency of government or the alertness of an active free 
press. Each individual must shoulder his or her share of the responsibility 
for seeing that our freedoms will survive. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is the cornerstone of a develop
ing international consensus on human rights. Through it, the members of the 
United Nations undertake to promote, respect and observe human rights 
and fundamental freedoms for all without discrimination. We must continu
ously monitor the progress of this effort and the records of governments 
around the world. 
The promise of the Declaration is remote to all those who suffer summary 
executions and torture, acts of genocide, arbitrary arrest and imprisonment, 
banishment, internal exile, forced labor, and confinement for political 
cause. It is remote to the countless refugees who flee their lands in re
sponse to the elimination of their human rights. It is remote to those sub-
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